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B.    Progress and Accomplishments:    (continued)

o A new annual performance report form for the Special Services Program
was developed and approved for use 1n reporting project performance
for the 1982-83 project year. This form was developed 1n accordance
with GAO recommendations on the data needed to assess the success of
Special Services projects 1n meeting the program goals.

o The Special Services Program regulations were developed under the re-
gulation reform policies and procedures and were published 1n final in
1982. In addition, the Department reviewed the Special Services re-
gulations concerning services to "physically handicapped" and determined
that diagnosed 1 earning disabled students may be served under the
definition of physically disabled contained In the Special Services
regulations.

C.    Costs, Benefits, and Effectiveness

Types of Benefits: Special Services 1s a discretionary grant program that
makes awardsEo~" Institutions of higher education to provide remedial
or bilingual educational teaching, guidance, and/or counseling services
for students with an educationally, culturally, or economically deprived
background, or with a physical handicap or limited English-speaking ability.
The program is forward-funded and no matching funds are required by the
grantee institutions.

program Scope: In FY 1983, 639 awards were made (continuation grants only)
for an average award of $94,764. Projects served 150,000 participants
at an average Federal cost per participant of $404. Total program awards
were $60,554,119.

program Effectiveness: The Systems Development Corporation has conducted an
impact evaluation of the Special Services for Disadvantaged Students Pro-
gram. The purpose of this study was to evaluate the impact of the federally
funded Special Services for Disadvantaged Students (SSOS) program as 1t
existed durlng the 1979-80 academic year 1 n postsecondary educational
Institutions across the country. The base-year report summarizes the SSDS
program's short-term Impact on freshman students who received special
services from the program 1n that year. A follow-up survey, conducted
1n academic yeac 1982-83, attempted to determine longer-term program Impact
on the same sample of students, many of whom were then 1n their senior
year 1n their colleges and universities. Findings from the base-year
report are summarized below (E.I):

o Students who received the full range of SSDS services were 2.26 times
more likely to complete the freshman year than similar students who
did not receive such services*

o SSDS students attempted and completed more course units than did
similar students who did not participate in these services.,683.effect of Direct Loan distributions is to fulfill
